
E.T. the Extra Terrestrial (1982) 
 
Written by Melissa Mathison 
Directed by Steven Spielberg  
 
Cast 
Henry Thomas – Elliott 
Robert Macnaughton – Michael 
Drew Barrymore – Gertie 
Dee Wallace – Mary 
Peter Coyote - Keys 
 
Oscar WINS 
Best Original Music Score - John Williams 
Best Visual Effects 
Best Sound Editing 
Best Sound Mixing 
 
Oscar Nominations 

 

Best Picture, Best Original Screenplay, Best Director, Best Film Editing, Best Cinematography 
 
Synopsis  
After a gentle alien becomes stranded on Earth, the being is discovered and 
befriended by a young boy named Elliott. Bringing the extraterrestrial into his 
suburban California house, Elliott introduces E.T., as the alien is dubbed, to his 
brother and his little sister - the children decide to keep its existence a secret. 
Soon, however, E.T. falls ill, resulting in government intervention and a dire 
situation for both Elliott and the alien. 
 
Tidbits and Trivia     E.T. 

 Most of the full-body puppetry was performed by a 2' 10 tall stuntman, but the scenes in the kitchen 
were done using a 12-year old boy who was born without legs but was an expert on walking on his 
hands. 

 Steven Spielberg shot most of the film from the eye-level of a child to further connect with Elliott 
and E.T. 

 When it was test-screened at the Cannes Film Festival as an unofficial entry, it brought the house 
down, receiving a standing ovation that had eluded most of the official entries. 

 According to the film's novelization, E.T. is over ten million years old. 

 ET's face was modeled after poet Carl Sandburg, Albert Einstein and a pug dog. 

 The script was largely written while on location filming for Raiders of the Lost Ark (1981) during 
filming breaks. Steven Spielberg dictated the story to screenwriter Melissa Mathison who was there 
with her then-boyfriend and future husband Harrison Ford. 

 With the exception of Elliott's mother Mary, no adults' faces are shown until the last 30 minutes of 
the film. 

 Harrison Ford initially filmed a cameo role in the film as Elliott's school headmaster, but the scene 
was cut. 

 The doctors and nurses that work on E.T. are all real emergency room technicians. They were told 
to treat E.T. the same way they would treat a real patient so that their dialogue and actions would 
seem real. 

 Though many have suggested that the film contains elements of Christian allegory, director Steven 
Spielberg says any parallels are strictly coincidental. Furthermore, Spielberg adds that if he ever 
made a Christian allegory, his mother, a devout Jew would probably never forgive him. 
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