
Aliens(1986) 
 
Screenplay by James Cameron 
Directed by James Cameron  
 
Cast 
Sigourney Weaver – Ripley 
Carrie Henn – Newt  

Michael Biehn – Hicks  

Paul Resier – Burke 
Bill Paxton – Hudson 
Lance Henriksen - Bishop 

 

 
 
 
Awards 
Oscar Wins: Best Effects/ Visual Effects (1987) 
And Best Effects/ Sound Effects 
 
Oscar Nominations: Best Film Editing, Best 
Musical Score (James Horner), Best Art-
Direction/ Set Direction, Best Sound and Best 
Actress for Weaver. 
 

 

 
Plot Synopsis 
 
Fifty seven years after Ellen Ripley survived her disastrous ordeal, her escape 
vessel is recovered after drifting across the galaxy as she slept in cryogenic 
stasis. Back on earth, nobody believed her story about the "Aliens" on the planet 
LV-426. After the "Company" orders the colony on LV-426 to investigate, 
however, all communication with the colony is lost. The Company enlists Ripley 
to aid a team of tough, rugged space marines on a rescue mission to the now 
partially terraformed planet to find out if there are aliens or survivors. As the 
mission unfolds, Ripley will be forced to come to grips with her worst nightmare, 
but even as she does, she finds that the worst is yet to come. 
 
Tidbits and Trivia     ALIENS 
 

 The knife trick scene was not in the original shooting script. According to Lance 
Henriksen, the adding of Hudson's hand to the knife trick was discussed with almost 
everyone, except Bill Paxton. 

 The Alien nest set was kept intact after filming. It was later used as the 
Axis Chemicals set for Batman (1989). When the Batman crew first 
entered the set, they found most of the Alien nest still intact. 

 In both the standard and special edition versions, the fifteen minute 
countdown at the end of the film is indeed fifteen minutes. 

 The alien screams are Baboon shrieks altered in post. 
 To bring the alien queen to life would take anything between 14 and 16 

operators. 
 Aliens (1986) was never shown to test audiences because editing was not 

completed until the week before its theatrical release. 


