
Star Wars (1977) 
 

 
Awards 
 
Oscar Wins: Art Direction/ Set Design, Costume Design, Effects/ Visual Effects, 
Film Editing, Original Score/ Music, Sound 
 
Oscar Nominations: Supporting Actor (Guinness), Picture, Director, Original 
Screenplay 
 
 
Plot Synopsis 
 
Part IV in George Lucas' epic, Star Wars: A New Hope opens 
with a Rebel ship being boarded by the tyrannical Darth Vader. 
The plot then follows the life of a simple farm boy, Luke 
Skywalker, as he and his newly met allies (Han Solo, 
Chewbacca, Obi-Wan Kenobi, C-3PO, R2-D2) attempt to 
rescue a Rebel leader, Princess Leia, from the clutches of the 
Empire. The conclusion is culminated as the Rebels, including 
Skywalker make an attack on the Empire's most powerful and 
ominous weapon, the Death Star. 
 
 
 

 
Director: George Lucas 
Writers: George Lucas 
 
 
Cast 
 
Mark Hamill (Luke Skywalker) 
Harrison Ford (Han Solo) 
Carrie Fisher (Princess Leia Organa) 
Alec Guinness (Ben Obi Wan Kenobi) 
Peter Cushing (Grand Moff Tarkin) 
Anthony Daniels (C3-PO) 
Kenny Baker (R2-D2) 
David Prowse (Darth Vader) 
James Earl Jones (Darth Vader -voice) 
 

 



 
Box Office 

Budget: 

$11,000,000 (estimated)  

Opening Weekend: 

$1,554,475 (USA) (30 May 1977) (43 Screens)  

Gross: 

$775,398,007 (Worldwide) (25 November 2011)  
 
 
Technical Specs 

Runtime: 

121 min  | 125 min (special edition)  

Sound Mix: 

70 mm 6-Track (70 mm prints) | Dolby (35 mm prints)  

Color: 

Color (Technicolor)  
 
 
Tidbits and Trivia 

 R2-D2's vocal patterns largely contain sound designer Ben Burtt's own voice. In trying 

to create the beeping, whistling noises of the droid, Burtt found that he was vocalizing 

a lot of what he was trying to achieve, so he recorded his voice - mainly making baby 

noises - and then fed it through a synthesizer. 

 Peter Mayhew worked as an orderly in a Yorkshire hospital prior to being cast in the 
movie. He won his role ten seconds after meeting George Lucas for the first time; all 
the 7'2" Mayhew had to do was stand up.  

 
 Stunt doubles were not used for the scene in which Luke and Leia swing to safety. 

Carrie Fisher and Mark Hamill performed that stunt themselves, shooting it in just one 
take.  

 
 According to Mark Hamill, studio executives were unhappy that Chewbacca has no 

clothes and attempted to have the costume redesigned with shorts. 
 

 20th Century Fox promoted the film at the San Diego Comic Con, believing the 
attendees of that event to be the film's main target demographic.  

 
 The movie opened in May 1977 and by November had dethroned Jaws as the all-time 

box-office champ. It then was beaten by E.T.: The Extra-Terrestrial, but was back on 
top when it was re-released in 1997. It held that position until Titanic.  

 
 George Lucas originally prepared a 14-page story treatment for his space opera. The 

major studios all rejected it because they viewed it as science fiction which was very 
difficult to market at the time. Lucas did find one sympathetic ear - Alan Ladd Jr., the 
then new head of 20th Century Fox, who had been impressed with Lucas's efforts on 
American Graffiti. It was Ladd who eventually greenlit the movie, to the tune of an 
$8,000,000 budget.  

 
 Within three weeks of the film's release, 20th Century Fox's stock price doubled to a 

record high.  
 


