Black America in the Movies – Question Sheet
ADV 3M/4M. FILM STUDIES

Please answer the following questions in full sentences.  Provide thorough/ thoughtful answers.  You will have at least one full period (perhaps longer) to work on these questions and they will be submitted for evaluation. 

1. Having watched the AMC documentary on Blaxploitation movies of the early 70’s, do you feel that the films helped break down barriers for Black Americans or did the genre create harmful stereotypes?  
2. Blaxploitation films were highly successful, making millions of dollars for the studios that produced them.  While they were popular with all audiences, provide reasons why Black audiences made blaxploitation films so popular.
3. Research the civil rights movement of the 1960s. List significant events that took place from 1965-1968, the years in which In the Heat of the Night was produced, released and awarded best picture at the Oscars.
4. Does Virgil Tibbs have flaws? Discuss them in detail.
5. When and how do Gillespie and Tubbs begin to respect each other in In the Heat of the Night? This respect could build over the course of many scenes, and at different times for each character. 
6. It is an entertaining film, for sure, but what lessons and messages do we learn from In the Heat of the Night?
7. Provide a one-paragraph review of In the Heat of the Night. Did you like it? Explain why or why not.
8. In the film Philadelphia, Joe Miller was played by Denzel Washington. Why do you think that role was given to a Black American actor? Would it have been as effective to have an actor/actress of a different race play the role? Explain.
9. Why do audiences like Joe Miller (Denzel Washington)? He has his biases and weaknesses, but we still gravitate towards him…why?
10. Philadelphia is an entertaining film, but what lessons and message do we learn from it?
11. Write a one-paragraph review of Philadelphia. Did you like it? Explain why or why not.


